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Barrington Beach, located on the Tillinghast Estate, was the site in October of a salt marsh adaption project to 
clean out the overgrown culvert, and to redirect the footpath leading to the beach. The goal of the project is to re-
store tidal exchange to the western section of the marsh, reduce the amount of impounded water on the marsh 
surface to prevent further degradation and allow the marsh to regenerate, restoring the health and function of the 
back barrier salt marsh. 

Working with Save the Bay and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, RISD Facilities obtained a grant through the RI 
Coastal Resources Management Council for excavation and grass plantings. RIDEM assisted with the excavation. 
Beach grass will be planted in the spring. 
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Bairos Construction and RIDEM provided earth-moving machinery 
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On November 16 volunteers partnered with Save The Bay and RISD Facilities to plant 1,700 
beach grass plants to reestablish a small dune to protect the salt marsh behind the beach.  Other 
volunteers got wet and muddy in the marsh, digging creeks to drain trapped water and removing 
years of storm debris that had washed into the upper marsh but had been hidden by the tall inva-
sive plant, Phragmites.  

Early this spring two additional beach grass plantings are scheduled at both the RISD beach and 
the Barrington Town Beach. Save The Bay will continue to work with RISD Facilities on the project 
to ensure the marsh’s recovery.  



 

“Wow, how impressive the amount of debris.  I knew there would be a lot but I didn’t think there would be so much 
hidden in the Phragmites,” said Wenley Ferguson, Restoration Coordinator, Save the Bay. 
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Following the excavation, RISD Facilities, Save the Bay and student volunteers worked to clean up the Tillinghast 
salt marsh on Saturday, November 16. 



Without the surplus provided through IRN, communities in the Second and Third World countries 
where IRN works must scrape by with old, inadequate furniture and equipment.   
These photos show conditions in schools before their refurbishment. 

IRN Project 

Prior to the start of the fall semester, 
Residence Life and Facilities part-
nered with the Institution Recycling 
Network (IRN) to donate 939 pieces of 
residential surplus furniture to Span-
ish Town, Jamaica for relief efforts 
through IRN’s non-profit partners. 
77,310 pounds (38.655 tons) of furni-
ture were removed from East and 
South Halls on August 21 and 22. 

IRN matches surplus furniture, equipment 
and supplies with a network of relief organ-
izations that will use it for disaster relief 
and development in the U.S. and overseas. 
IRN arranges reuse of nearly 100% of the 
surplus handled,  and what cannot be re-
used is recycled. Nothing is landfilled.  
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EH&S is happy to announce that 
RISD's Materials Safety Data 
Sheets have migrated to an online 
system administered by 
MSDSonline. 

Benefits to this new system include 
automated updating and archiving 
of outdated MSDSs; the ability to 
easily add data for new chemicals 
introduced on campus; and the ca-
pability to print product information 
labels for secondary containers of 
chemicals. 

The EH&S intranet page provides a 
link to the database. It will move to 
the upcoming  info.risd.edu site 
when launched in the spring. 

Desktop shortcuts to the site will be 
made available through OIT. In-
structional posters and training ses-
sions are available upon request. 
Contact x6780. 

This will be RISD’s eighth year participating in Recyclemania, 
a recycling competition between colleges and universities in 
the US and Canada. During the first few years of the compe-
tition, RISD implemented changes that streamlined recycling 
on campus, making it more convenient. 

The 2014 Recyclemania competition runs for eight weeks, 
through March 29. For more information on Recyclemania, 
contact EH&S at x6780 or visit Recyclemania. 
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